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2. Fiscal
1. Department or Agency
Year
Department of Veterans Affairs 2018
3b. GSA
3. Committee or Subcommittee Committee
No.
Joint Biomedical Laboratory Research and Development and Clinical
Science Research and Development Services Scientific Merit Review 2017
Board
4. Is this New During Fiscal 5. Current 6. Expected Renewal 7. Expected Term
Year? Charter Date Date
No 05/14/2018 05/14/2020
8a. Was Terminated During 8b. Specific Termination 8c. Actual Term
FiscalYear? Authority Date
No
9. Agency Recommendation for Next10a. Legislation Req to 10b. Legislation
FiscalYear Terminate? Pending?
Continue No Not Applicable
11. Establishment Authority Agency Authority
12. Specific Establishment 13. Effective 14. Commitee 1l4c.
Authority Date Type Presidential?
38 USC 7303 05/09/1995 Continuing No
15. Description of Committee Scientific Technical Program Advisory Board
16a. Total Number of No Reports for this
Reports FiscalYear

17a. Open 1 17b. Closed 90 17c. Partially Closed 0 Other Activities 0 17d. Total 91

Meetings and Dates

Purpose Start End
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

11/15/2017 - 11/15/2017

11/15/2017 - 11/15/2017



Thirty meetings were conducted between November 15, 2017 and January 19, 2018 to provide advice
on the scientific merit, budget, safety, and mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals
submitted for VA merit review consideration. Reviewed proposals involved a wide range of medical
specialties within the general areas of biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research. The closed
meetings involved discussion, examination, reference to staff and consultant critiques of research
proposals. The details and the evaluation of each proposal were provided to the parent committee.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

11/15/2017 - 01/19/2018

11/16/2017 - 11/16/2017

11/16/2017 - 11/16/2017

11/17/2017 - 11/17/2017

11/17/2017 - 11/17/2017

11/20/2017 - 11/20/2017

11/20/2017 - 11/20/2017

11/21/2017 - 11/21/2017

11/28/2017 - 11/28/2017

11/28/2017 - 11/28/2017

11/28/2017 - 11/28/2017

11/28/2017 - 11/28/2017

11/29/2017 - 11/29/2017

11/29/2017 - 11/30/2017



The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

11/30/2017 - 11/30/2017

11/30/2017 - 11/30/2017

11/30/2017 - 11/30/2017

12/01/2017 - 12/01/2017

12/01/2017 - 12/01/2017

12/04/2017 - 12/04/2017

12/05/2017 - 12/05/2017

12/05/2017 - 12/05/2017

12/06/2017 - 12/06/2017

12/07/2017 - 12/07/2017

12/07/2017 - 12/07/2017

12/08/2017 - 12/08/2017

12/08/2017 - 12/08/2017

01/11/2018 - 01/12/2018



The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of the Joint Biomedical Laboratory and Clinical Science Research and Development
Scientific Merit Review Board meeting is to provide advice on the overall direction and governance
relating to investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for Biomedical Laboratory and Clinical
Science Research and Development Services Merit Review consideration. This meeting of the parent
committee was open to the public and allowed for public input on policies, procedures, and outcomes of
the closed merit review meetings.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

Twenty-nine meetings were conducted between May 16, 2018 and July 16, 2018 to provide advice on
the scientific quality, budget, safety, and mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals
submitted for VA merit review consideration. Reviewed proposals involved a wide range of medical
specialties within the general areas of biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research. The closed
meetings involved discussion, examination, reference to staff and consultant critiques of research
proposals. The details and the evaluation of each proposal will be provided to the parent committee.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

01/19/2018 - 01/19/2018

01/25/2018 - 01/25/2018

05/16/2018 - 05/17/2018

05/16/2018 - 05/17/2018

05/16/2018 - 07/16/2018

05/17/2018 - 05/17/2018

05/17/2018 - 05/17/2018

05/18/2018 - 05/18/2018

05/18/2018 - 05/18/2018

05/18/2018 - 05/18/2018

05/18/2018 - 05/18/2018

05/21/2018 - 05/21/2018

05/21/2018 - 05/21/2018



The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

05/21/2018 - 05/21/2018

05/21/2018 - 05/21/2018

05/21/2018 - 05/21/2018

05/21/2018 - 05/21/2018

05/22/2018 - 05/22/2018

05/22/2018 - 05/22/2018

05/23/2018 - 05/23/2018

05/23/2018 - 05/23/2018

05/23/2018 - 05/23/2018

05/23/2018 - 05/23/2018

05/24/2018 - 05/24/2018

05/24/2018 - 05/24/2018

05/24/2018 - 05/24/2018

05/24/2018 - 05/24/2018



The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

05/30/2018 - 05/30/2018

05/30/2018 - 05/30/2018

05/30/2018 - 05/30/2018

05/30/2018 - 05/30/2018

05/30/2018 - 05/30/2018

05/30/2018 - 05/30/2018

05/31/2018 - 05/31/2018

05/31/2018 - 05/31/2018

05/31/2018 - 05/31/2018

05/31/2018 - 05/31/2018

06/01/2018 - 06/01/2018

06/01/2018 - 06/01/2018

06/01/2018 - 06/01/2018

06/01/2018 - 06/01/2018



The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.
The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and

mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.

Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

06/01/2018 - 06/01/2018

06/01/2018 - 06/01/2018

06/05/2018 - 06/05/2018

06/05/2018 - 06/05/2018

06/06/2018 - 06/06/2018

06/06/2018 - 06/06/2018

06/06/2018 - 06/06/2018

06/06/2018 - 06/06/2018

06/06/2018 - 06/06/2018

06/06/2018 - 06/06/2018

06/07/2018 - 06/07/2018

06/07/2018 - 06/07/2018

06/07/2018 - 06/07/2018

06/07/2018 - 06/07/2018



The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

The purpose of this subcommittee is to provide advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety and
mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review evaluation.
Proposals submitted for review include various medical specialties within the general areas of
biomedical, behavioral and clinical science research.

Number of Committee Meetings Listed: 91

06/07/2018 - 06/07/2018

06/07/2018 - 06/07/2018

06/08/2018 - 06/08/2018

06/08/2018 - 06/08/2018

07/16/2018 - 07/16/2018

07/16/2018 - 07/16/2018

Current FY Next FY
18a(1). Personnel Pmts to Non-Federal Members $35,700.00 $41,412.00
18a(2). Personnel Pmts to Federal Members $0.00 $0.00
18a(3). Personnel Pmts to Federal Staff $870,435.00 $948,774.00
18a(4). Personnel Pmts to Non-Member Consultants $76,950.00 $89,262.00
18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to Non-Federal Members $105,528.07 $122,412.56
18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Members $30,322.53  $35,173.52
18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Staff $89,027.15 $103,271.32

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to Non-member Consultants $148,944.00 $168,306.72

18c. Other(rents,user charges, graphics, printing, mail,
( g grap P g $32,458.12 $37,651.42

etc.)
18d. Total $1,389,364.87$1,546,263.54
19. Federal Staff Support Years (FTE) 5.40 5.50

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its purpose?

The Joint Biomedical Laboratory/Clinical Science Research and Development Services
Scientific Merit Review Board supports the central VA mission in advancing Veterans'
health in its review of Veteran-centric research applications. Supporting research helps to
recruit and retain top clinician-scientists, as well as supports the VA Strategic Goals of
improving customer service and implementing the mission action. Applications reviewed
by the Board included research on suicide prevention, one of the Top 5 Priorities for the
VA. Other high priority topics include traumatic brain injury, post-traumatic stress disorder,



pain, and opioid abuse. The Board provided expert review of the scientific quality, budget,
safety, and mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for
VA Merit Review funding. The evaluations resulted in recommendations for approval or
disapproval, levels and duration of funding, and a priority score reflecting the overall merit
of the application. These recommendations were used by the Joint Biomedical
Laboratory/Clinical Science Research and Development Services Scientific Merit Review
Board to direct the limited research funds to the most promising VA-relevant projects that
will impact the health and health care of Veterans.

20b. How does the Committee balance its membership?

The Board must have an appropriate balance of reviewers to evaluate the scientific,
technical, and medical aspects of the proposals within the purview of the Board.
Collectively, the members must reflect the broad-based scientific expertise required to
competently review the research proposals received. The number of Board members is
determined by the number and nature of the proposals that are received.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the Committee Meetings?

The scientific review function of the Board is performed by 30 standing review panels,
which usually meet twice a year--spring and fall--in order to evaluate the scientific merit of
research proposals each year. For the current year, there were 59 review panel meetings.
In order to assure timely evaluations of research proposals, semi-annual meetings of the
review panels are essential.

20d. Why can't the advice or information this committee provides be obtained
elsewhere?

The Board is composed of both VA and non-VA scientists, who are nationally and
internationally recognized as experts in their respective fields. Local staff does not have
the required expertise, and there is no other acceptable way to accomplish the scientific
review of Merit Review proposals. The outstanding credentials of the review panels lend
credibility to award decisions.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or partially closed committee meetings?
The closed portion of the meetings is devoted to the evaluation of research proposals
from investigators whose ideas and credentials are discussed freely. These discussions
must remain confidential to protect the privacy of the individual investigators and their
research ideas.

21. Remarks
The Joint Biomedical Laboratory/Clinical Science Research and Development Services
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Number of Committee Members Listed: 152

Narrative Description
The Joint Biomedical Laboratory/Clinical Science Research and Development Services



Scientific Merit Review Board supports the central VA mission in advancing Veterans'
health in its review of Veteran-centric research applications. Supporting research helps to
recruit and retain top clinician-scientists, improving directly employee experience and
access to care. The Board provided expert review of the scientific quality, budget, safety,
and mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA Merit
Review funding. The evaluations resulted in recommendations for approval or
disapproval, levels and duration of funding, and a priority score reflecting the overall merit
of the application. These recommendations were used by the Joint Biomedical
Laboratory/Clinical Science Research and Development Services Scientific Merit Review
Board to direct the limited research funds to the most promising VA-relevant projects.

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with this committee?

Improvements to health or safety

Trust in government

Major policy changes

Advance in scientific research

Effective grant making

Improved service delivery

Increased customer satisfaction

Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements
Other

Outcome Comments
NA

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?

None

Unable to Determine
Under $100,000
$100,000 - $500,000
$500,001 - $1,000,000
$1,000,001 - $5,000,000
$5,000,001 - $10,000,000
Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

Checked if Applies

Checked if Applies

v



NA

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee
for the life of the committee?
10,784

Number of Recommendations Comments
This is the total number of recommendations for FY 2003 through FY 2018.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or
will be Fully implemented by the agency?
78%

% of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments
The Board recommended funding for more proposals than funds were available to
support.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or
will be Partially implemented by the agency?
0%

% of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments
NA

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to
implement recommendations or advice offered?
Yes ¥ No Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments
Each review meeting is informed about the outcome of recommendations at the
subsequent meeting.

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or
recommendation?

Checked if Applies
Reorganized Priorities
Reallocated resources v
Issued new regulation
Proposed legislation



Approved grants or other payments
Other

Action Comments
No other actions

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?
No

Grant Review Comments
The research proposals reviewed by the Board are internal to VA and are not considered
grants to outside entities.

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?
Checked if Applies

Contact DFO v
Online Agency Web Site v
Online Committee Web Site

Online GSA FACA Web Site v
Publications

Other

Access Comments
N/A



